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The League Speaks to Congress on... 


Aid 
igo OMIC aid sections of the Mutual Security 
Program are being supported by the League 
of Women Voters of the U.S. On May 26, Mrs. 
Lee outlined the League’s position on President 
Eisenhower’s request for $5.25 billion for military 
aid and $550 million in economic aid for the year 
beginning July 1, 1953. (See chart on page 2). 
The League’s statement to the 


Trade 


PPEARING before the House Ways and Means 

Committee on May 19, 1953, Mrs. Oscar 
Ruebhausen, national Board member, defined the 
League’s trade position. She stated that: 

“1. The League wants the Trade Agreements 
Act in its present form extended for one year 
while a Commission is allowed time to study the 
whole of U.S. foreign economic 
policy. 





Senate and House Committees 
included support for: 
1. Economic aid to Western 
Europe 
2. Technical Assistance to 
underdeveloped countries 
8. Funds for development 
projects in Asia 
4. The U.N. Technical Assist- 
ance Program. 


Aid to Europe 


ita 
“The League believes that _— 





TIME FOR ACTION 


Now is the time to express your 
views on the Mutual Security Pro- 
gram to your Congressmen. Espe- 
cially if your Representatives or 
Senators are on the 
Affairs, Senate Foreign Relations, 
House or Senate A 
Committees, they should know how 
their constituents feel about the 
US. phy of economic and mil- 
id to free nations. 


House Foreign 


“2. The League wants the 
Administration and the Congress 
to adopt a trade policy that 
would be more effective than is 
the present Trade Agreements 
Act in promoting world trade 
and especially in encouraging 
U.S. imports. 

“3. The League is opposed to 
the escape clause and peril point 
amendments in the present Act 


opriations 








some economic assistance to 
Western Europe is still neces- ; 
sary to help those nations carry on their defense 
program and to achieve greater economic stability. 
U.S. aid to Western Europe has been diminishing 
each year and in the absence of greater world 
tensions should be eliminated in the near future. 
However, the League would like to point out that 
the U.S. could do more to build a high level of 
economic stability in Europe by adopting a liberal 
trade policy . . . An increase of U.S. imports is 
in the national interest and could become a sub- 
stitute for economic aid.” 
Aid to Underdeveloped Countries 


“The League of Women Voters believes that the 
technical assistance program is based on the 
sound idea of improvements in agriculture, health, 
and education. We do not expect miracles at once 
from this type of U.S. assistance but we do think 
that if the program is continued over a number 
of years accomplishments . . . will be evident. 

“The League also wishes to support the Presi- 
dent’s request for funds for development projects 
to supplement the work of the technical experts 
in the Near East and South Asia . . . Some coun- 
tries earn sufficient dollars through trade to 
purchase . . . equipment. Some nations are able 
to borrow the money from the U.S. Export-Import 
Bank or the International Bank. But some nations 


and would like to see them 
modified .. . 

“4. The League . . . is opposed to H.R. 4294, 
the Simpson bill, because to us it represents a 
step backward in the expansion of world trade.” 

Mrs. Ruebhausen emphasized that the present 
Act is not adequate .. . “it assumes that world 
trade is in balance and that we cannot offer a 
trade concession unless other nations offer trade 
concessions in return. What is needed by the U.S. 
is a policy that will help correct the serious im- 
balance of trade existing in the world today which 
is reflected in the large dollar gap...” * 





need direct assistance now to begin building and 
developing basic industries which will benefit 
immediately their people and their economy. There 
are nations, especially those on the border of the 
Soviet Union, which are subject to strong Com- 
munist pressures; they ... need this type of 
assistance...” 
U.N. Technical Assistance Program 


“The League .. . strongly supports the U.N. 
program of technical assistance . .. The U.N. 
program is one of the successful areas of the U.N.’s 
work. There are nations which would rather 
receive technical aid from the U.N. than from the 
U.S. because a history of colonialism colors any 
relationship with a more advanced nation... ” 


*Copies of Mrs. Lee’s statement available at national office, 8c; Mrs. Ruebhausen’s, 2c. 
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Political Effectiveness Measured 


Mek. than 2,300 Leaguers, in 17 regional con- 
ferences, recently took a penetrating look at 
our political effectiveness—especially in relation to 
our purpose of helping as many people as possible 
to be effective citizens. Discussions, ranging from 
the role of a non-partisan organization in politics 
to specific ways of influencing legislation, were 
frank and many questions are far from settled. 

It was agreed that there is an important place 
for a non-partisan organization in political life, 
and that properly the League 


The technique of “direct lobbying” was found to 
be effective only when it was reflected by grass 
roots support. The political effectiveness of the 
League depends much on the ability to build 
public understanding over a period of time and 
then be ready to alert the community — not only 
the League members — when the time for action 
comes. 

The use of pro and con information was found 
to be effective but the extreme of prolonged edu- 

cation without decision was con- 





should complement the political 
parties rather than conflict with 
them. In 1952 many League 
members were able to put to 
work in the political parties the 
valuable training they had 


by Jane Kelley 


and How 


NOW AVAILABLE 


The League and Political Action 


sidered a completely unrealistic 
approach to the citizen’s role in 
democratic government. 

It was generally felt that units 





Why Write your Congressman — 


are a means of reaching a better 
cross-section of the community 





gained in the League. Others 
are still hesitant about party 


The Do's and Don'ts of Lobbying 
Legislative Etiquette for an 


but not all Leagues have found 
effective ways to establish a unit 





Organization 


work and find it difficult to adapt 
League training to the parties. 





pattern. The usefulness of coop- 
eration with other organizations 








A repeated complaint: the only ; 
available party jobs are of an envelope-addressing 
nature and far from challenging. 

This intensive political activity brought to light 
some serious problems. Delegates agreed that 
local League Boards will have to give serious 
consideration to the spirit as well as the letter of 
non-partisanship. Local Leagues have great dis- 
cretion in the application of this policy. Along 
with this discretion goes responsibility for the 
reputation of the League, not only in one commu- 
nity but nationwide. 

Real self-examination took place during the 
discussions on the need to “Know Your Congress- 
men”. An equally important corollary is “have 
your Congressmen know your League!” 


on specific projects was strongly 
emphasized. The League has no monopoly on tech- 
niques or good intentions, and in many commu- 
nities our ability to bring government to the aver- 
age citizen is closely related to the degree to 
which we work with other groups. More simpli- 
fied materials are needed for such community use. 
A major concern was the relation between the 
size and scope of our total program and our ability 
to stimulate citizen action. A heavy program 
load and diffusion of effort greatly hamper effec- 
tiveness. The remedy rests with the individual 
member who, in 1953, will have a direct part in 
fashioning the 1954 League program. It is a 
serious responsibility to choose a program which 
will increase our political effectiveness in the 
fullest sense of the word. 





Begin Now to Consider Your Recommendations for National Agenda 





Congressional Spotlight 


FOREIGN ECONOMIC POLICY COMMISSION (S.J. Res. 78): 
Approved by Senate May 19, 11-member Commission: 3 
from the Senate, 3 from the House and 5 to be named by 
the President. Pending in House Foreign Affairs Committee. 


TRADE HEARINGS: House Ways and Means Committee con- 
cluded hearings on May 19 on Simpson Bill, H.R. 4294. 
(See “Trade”, page 1.) 

CUSTOMS SIMPLIFICATION (H.R. 5106): Introduced by Rep. 
Jenkins (R., Ohio) and Administration backed, to simplify 
U.S. import procedures. House Ways and Means Com- 
mittee held 8 days’ hearings, beginning May 27. 


IMMIGRATION (S. 1917): Introduced at President’s request 
by Sen. Watkins (R., Utah) and 17 other Senators, to 
permit 240,000 immigrants to enter U.S. during 2-year 
period. Senate Judiciary sub-committee hearings began 
May 26, House Judiciary sub-committee hearings May 21. 
JOINT BUDGET COMMITTEE (S. 833): Passed by Senate May 
21, creating a Joint Committee on the Budget. Goes to 
House. 


CONSOLIDATED APPROPRIATIONS (S. Con. Res. 8): Senate 
passed this resolution to consolidate all oy emer bills, 
May 26. The item veto amendment on which Senate Rules 
Committee held hearing May 19 was not included. Sent 
to House. 

MUTUAL SECURITY: Senate Foreign Relations and House 
Foreign Affairs Committees held long series of hearings 
on President’s proposed program. 

STATE, COMMERCE, JUSTICE APPROPRIATIONS (H.R. 4974): Will 
come up on Senate floor early in June. Passed by House 
May 5. 


The Mutual Security Program 
(President’s Request) 
Military Aid: 
Europe, Iran, Latin America, 
General Area of China 
Special Aid to Indo-China 
Off-shore procurement 
(U.S. contracts to France, U.K.) 
Economic Aid: 
Europe, General Area of China 
Technical Assistance — Asia, 
Latin America, Africa 
Funds for Development in South Asia, 
Near East and for Arab Refugees 
Developing strategic materials 
U.N. Technical Assistance 
U.N. Children’s Fund 
Korean Reconstruction 


$4,274,523,000 
400,000,000 


200,000,000 





395,000,000 
140,234,000 


288,000,000 
25,000,000 
13,750,000 

9,000,000 
71,000,000 
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